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On 25 June 2005, Kingston Choral Society
sang with Fairfield Country Chorale during
the latter’s Summer tour. Members of KCS
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KAC News'etter

Robin Page is moving on

After 27 years as Musical Director of Kingston Choral
Society, Robin Page has announced that he will be
moving on to develop his conducting career. He will
depart in style with the Society's 60th anniversary
concert, a performance of Elgar's 'Dream of
Gerontius' on November 15th 2008.

Robin says "It has been an enormous pleasure
working with such a committed and friendly group of
singers over the years. We have made music
together both in Kingston and much further afield,
notably in New York and Venice, and I shall miss the
choir greatly, at a personal level as well as musically.
I feel most privileged to have overseen the choir's
growth from its early days as Surbiton Oratorio
Society to its present status as one of the major
Choral Societies in the London area."

The Chairman, Denis Down, paid tribute to Robin
"He has been an inspiring Director, who always gets
the best out of both choir and orchestra. We have

appreciated Robin's breadth of repertoire which has
ranged from the choral staples like Mozart's
'Requiem' to the first UK performance of Sibelius's
`Coronation Cantata', new works and lighter pieces
such as a setting of Hilaire Belloc's 'Matilda' by
Antony le Fleming. Not least, Robin has enlivened
rehearsals with good humour and many musical
anecdotes. We will be sad to see him go, but
understand that it is time for him to move on. We wish
him well in this new phase of his career."

In the run up to his November concert Robin has
been taking a sabbatical. During this period the choir
has been led by three distinguished guest
conductors, Mark Uglow for the Christmas concert
(Charpentier's Nesse de Minuit'), Martin Hall for the
concert in March (Durufle's 'Requiem' and works by
Schumann) and Christopher Dawe for the June
concert (CPE Bach's `Magnificat and Handel's Dixit
Dominus').

The choir is currently advertising for a permanent
successor to Robin as Musical Director and plans to
make an appointment at the end of June, ready to
take over for the Christmas concert. The
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